






THE WILDE WIT 
"There is only one thing in the world worse than being talked about, 
and that is not being talked about." 

- The Picture of Dorian Gray 

"A man cannot be too careful in the choice of his enemies." - The Picture of Dorian Gray 

"The English country gentleman galloping after a fox - the unspeak- 
able in full pursuit of the uneatable." 

- A Woman of No Importance 

"The youth of America is their oldest tradition. It has been going on 
now for three hundred years." - A Woman of No Importance 

"In married life three is company and two none." 
-The Importance of Being Earnest 

"As long as war is regarded as being wicked, it will always have a 
fascination. When it is looked upon as vulgar, it will cease to be 
popular." 

- (The Critic as Artist) 

"It is very vulgar to talk like a dentist when one isn't a dentist. It 
produces a false impression." 

- The Importance of Being Earnest 

"We are all in the gutter, but some of us are looking at the stars." 
- Lady Windemere's Fan 

"One's real life is so often the life that one does not lead." 
- L'Envoi 

"To be intelligible is to be found out." 
- Lady Windermere's Fan 

Lord Illingworth: "The Book of Life begins with a man and a woman 
in a garden." 
Mrs. Allonby: "It ends with Revelations." 

- A Woman of No Importance 
"In old days men had the rack. Now they have the press." 

- The Soul of Man Under Socialism 
"This morning 1 took out a comma and this afternoon I put it back 
again." 

- Said to be Oscar Wilde's description 
of "a hard day's work". 

When, near death, he was served champagne by an old friend, he 
sighed, "I am dying beyond my means". 


